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Collaborative on the Teaching of 
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June 27 and 28, 2017 
  
  



Collaborating to work smarter, not harder in the teaching of writing PK-12.  Sharing best 
practices and standing on the shoulders of our colleagues and other professionals to plan and 
grow the teaching of writing. 
The summer workshop will be conducted over two days, June 27th and June 28th.  

The workshop has been designed to provide support in areas teachers identified 
as needs and time for teachers to collaborate with colleagues in neighboring 
districts that teach the same grade level.  In the end we hope to build a 
community of teachers and learners to help each of us grow as teachers of 
writing. 

We will build time to collaborate, a little time to practice writing, and time to learn 
new techniques.  Each attendee will choose four unique sessions to attend to 
grow in their craft.  The catalog below details the sessions that will be offered and 
that you can choose to attend.  The final schedule with sessions offered will be 
created based on interest.  
  

Registration 
Registration opens on Thursday, April 6, 2017 by using the following link:  Registration form and should be 
completed by Friday, April 28, 2017. 

Details: 

·         Each teacher will receive a copy of “The Writing Strategies Book Your Everything Guide to 
Developing Skilled Writers” By Jennifer Serravallo & other “Literary Gifts” to support the teaching of 
writing in our schools 

·         The workshop will run 8:30-3:00 each day 

·         Light breakfast refreshments will be provided 

·         Lunch will be provided from a local restaurant  

·         The workshop will take place at the Dansville High School at 282 Main Street, Dansville, NY 14437. 
Each day will begin in the High School cafeteria. 

  
Institute schedule at a glance: 

Day One: 
8:30: Welcome and introductory session (all participants) 
9:05: Session One- (participants choice) 
10:40: Session Two- (participants choice)  
12:15: Lunch provided 
1:00: Writer's Workshop (all participants) 
1:30: Regional Grade level meetings 

● Planning, Mark up your Book 
● Make ‘n Take 

Day Two: 
8:30: Welcome and introductory session (all participants) 
9:05: Session One- (participants choice) 
10:40: Session Two- (participants choice) 
12:15: Lunch provided 
1:00: Writer's Workshop (all participants) 
1:30: Regional Grade level meetings 

● Planning, Mark up your Book 
● Make ‘n Take 

https://goo.gl/forms/7atEc5gf5sOSk5jg2


Sessions Offered: You will attend four  
 

“How can I teach a mini-lesson in under 10 minutes?  My students cannot 
get the concept in just 10 minutes.  The manuals are overwhelming, so how 
do I know what is important?” 

Topic:  Unpacking the Mini-lesson 

Intended 
Audience: 

All Grade Levels 

Facilitator:  Jennifer Deaton 

This session will focus on unpacking the mini-lesson to in an “I do”, “We do”, 
“You do” format that will help you keep your mini-lessons short and focused.  The 
facilitator will demonstrate a lesson to you from the Units of Writing to see the 
mini-lesson taught first hand.  Leave with a solid understanding of the 
mini-lesson framework and how to implement it in your classroom.  

 

“What does a Student-Centered learning environment actually look like and 
how do I do it without giving my classroom an extreme makeover?” “How 
do I set up and manage Writer’s Workshop?” 

Topic: Writer’s Workshop Management and Environment 

Intended 
Audience: 

All Grade Levels 

Facilitator(s): Jason Oliver and Jeremy Palotti 

Student centered learning is a hot topic and ties in nicely with Writer’s Workshop. 
This session focuses on student centered classroom design and management 
tips to help your Writing Workshop run smoothly all year long. We will share best 
practices for getting Writer’s Workshop up and running in your classroom. There 
will be many design tips and new ideas shared that promote student centered 
learning communities. Hear from your colleagues and find out what works best 
for them! 

  



“Help!”, I know that conferring and small groups are the most effective 
ways to instruct during the workshop and I’m not confident that I’m doing it 
right or even at all.” 

Topic: Writing Conferences and Small Group Work in Writing 
Workshop 

Intended 
Audience: 

All Grade Levels 

Facilitator(s): Kristin Beers 

Come learn the art of conferring with young writers. We will discuss the best 
practices for getting conferring and small groups up and running within the 
workshop classroom. Teachers will learn about the architecture of a conference, 
kinds of conferences, strategy groups, management routines and record keeping 
systems. The better we become at conferring, the stronger our teaching will be 
and the more our students will grow as writers. 

  

“I keep hearing about Teacher Toolkits for Conferring but I can’t find any 
time to make one.” “What are tool-kits anyway? How do I begin to make 
one and how do I use these resources during conferences?” 

Topic: Creating Conferring Toolkits 

Intended 
Audience: 

All Grade Levels 

Facilitator(s): Kristin Beers 

Many teachers customize a tool kit full of resources to draw upon in conferences and 
small groups to meet the needs of a range of writers. Come take a peek at different 
teacher created toolkits and find out the latest methods behind organizing and creating 
one of your own. Toolkits are individual to the teacher and no two are the same. This 
session will help teachers discover the “must-have” tools  for conferring with writers. We 
will discuss and begin to create some basic tool-kit components that can be created in 
advance and used over and over for demonstrations in minilessons, conferring and 
small groups. Specifically focussing on mentor texts and how to mark them up to use as 
a model.  We will spend time exploring best practices for making our teaching visible 
through creating post-it reminders and mini-charts to leave with kids after the 
conference. Teachers will walk away with some great ideas for summer toolkit making! 



 
 

“I can’t draw and I’m not an artist! Making charts takes forever! How can I 
co-create anchor charts during a mini-lesson that students can use as a 
tool?”  

Topic: Creating Anchor Charts 

Intended 
Audience: 

All Grade Levels 

Facilitator(s): Kelly Sattora  

You don’t have to be an artist to create charts that will serve as powerful 
teaching tools. Come learn the secrets of co-creating thoughtful anchor charts 
with your students that will help your teaching stick.  Teachers will learn 
strategies to help design their own charts as well as the latest “must haves” in 
chart tools and materials. We will discuss strategies from the resources Better 
Charts and Chart Chums to simplify the chart making process. 
  

 

 

“I  never have enough time to to complete my writing instruction." ,  " I 
don't know how to focus my lesson for all the students in my class with 
diverse needs.", " I don't know how to help them! " , "My students will not 
write unless I am sitting right beside them!"  

Topic: How to Support Reluctant Writers 

Intended 
Audience: 

All Grade Levels 

Facilitator(s): Mary Ellen Webster 

Teachers will learn how to focus their energies on particular problems of 
struggling writers and then learn how to experiment with solutions for those 
struggles.  Using the work of M. Colleen Cruz and Jennifer Serravallo, we will 
focus on solutions to common writing struggles.  

  



“I need a score for my students’ writing… how do I read this rubric and 
how does it inform my instruction?” 
  

Topic: Assessing Student Writing 

Intended 
Audience: 

All Grade Levels 

Facilitator(s): Kelly Sattora & Becky Wager 

When used with fidelity, the assessment tools provided in the TCRWP units of 
study will inform your teaching, allow you to provide clear feedback that 
accelerates student progress and the student checklists allow children to become 
active agents in self-assessing their own writing development. This session will 
give a brief overview of the assessment system used in the Units of Study.  We 
will discuss the the On-Demand Performance Assessments, rubrics for 
assessing writing, student checklists, and the process of collaborative scoring. 
Come hear how your colleagues have made the rubrics work for them! 

 
“How can I incorporate technology while still meeting curriculum goals and 
student needs in writing? What are some simple tools that my students 
and I can use?" 

Topic: Technology in the Writing Workshop 

Intended 
Audience: 

K-5 

Facilitator: Erin Weingaertner 

This session will focus on using technology in the Writing Workshop at the 
Elementary level. Teachers will add some simple apps, websites, and programs 
to their toolbox. The technology tools shared will be focused on: teacher 
efficiency, student engagement, aiding in the writing process, connecting with 
support teachers, and communicating with parents.  

 



“I know I should be using technology but how do I do both when I am just 
learning how to teach writing?  How do I incorporate technology into my 
workshop in innovative ways?” 
  

Topic: Technology and the Writing Process 

Intended 
Audience: 

Grades 3+ 

Facilitator(s): Kim Falzoi & Jeff Howard 

Kim and Jeff, two fourth grade teachers will give you a peek into their classrooms 
to show you how they have incorporated technology into Writing Workshop. 
Should children type their drafts? How can we use Google Classroom and Office 
365 as tools during the workshop? How can we use technology to widen our 
possibilities of peer conferencing across classrooms and schools? Questions like 
these and others on using technology to support writer’s workshop will be 
discussed in this session.  
  

 
“My students are 4 and 5 years old and my principal tells me they need to 
write…. How do I even begin to teach them?” 
  

Topic: Talking, Drawing, Writing 

Intended 
Audience: 

Prekindergarten & Kindergarten Teachers 

Facilitator(s):  TBD 

Do you teach our youngest writers? Do you wish that you had more time to teach 
talking/oral rehearsal and representational drawing before jumping into labeling pictures 
and writing words? Then this is the session for you.  In the early grades, instruction in 
talking and drawing skills paves a natural pathway to writing. In this session we will 
discuss ideas inspired from the books Talking, Drawing, Writing: Lessons for Our 
Youngest Writers, The Kindergarten If/Then Curriculum (Units of Study), and our 
colleagues to begin creating our own Talking and Representational Drawing units of 
study.  
  



 
 “ I need more ideas to support students with diverse learning needs in 
writing?”  “How do we make writing accessible for all types of learners?”  

  

Topic:  Creating Accessibility for All Writers 

Intended 
Audience: 

 Special Education Teachers, General Education 
Teachers, All Grade Levels 

Facilitator(s):  TBD 

This session will focus on methods as well as tools teachers can use to increase 
accessibility to the writing process for students with IEPs and other special 
needs.  The session will look beyond differentiation and the creation of 
scaffolding graphic organizers to help teachers provide opportunities for students 
to engage in writer's workshop.   
  

 
 Middle School and High School 

What is the write right way to right write? I’ve got 20 students with 20 
different needs and only 20 minutes to teach it; how do I manage it all… 
and then grade it?! 

Topic: Writing Instruction at the Secondary Level 

Intended Audience: Middle and High School teachers 

Facilitator: Lisa Nichols 

This session will focus on strategies for developing a student-centered writing 
curriculum using what you already have. We will go through the process of 
planning writing lessons in a student driven format using the units that already 
exist in your curriculum. There will be modeling of strategies including: 
mini-lessons, providing meaningful feedback, allowing students to assess their 
own progress. There will be time for planning and guided independent work. 
Please bring a unit or part of your curriculum that you’d like to work with. 



 

“Headline, Headline Write All About It!  What type of writing does the Next 
Generation Teen need?” 

Topic: NY Teenage Times: Contemporary and Current Writing Genres 
for Next Generation Teens 

Intended 
Audience: 

Secondary 

Facilitator: Teffenie Duschen 

This breakout session discusses the diversity of the new generation of teens – 
the generation after the Millennials. Today’s teens stay connected through their 
digital and online networks. The writing that students encounter to includes but is 
not limited to scholastic, social media, texting, article reviews, journaling, lyrical 
writing, gaming, creative, note-taking, lab reports, research reports, multi-media 
presentations, website creation etc. This breakout will review ways to flip a 
Secondary ELA classroom and the resources available for contemporary writing 
for teens. 

 
 

“Creative Writing – there is no time for creative writing in my classroom! 
Why don’t kids write creatively anymore?” 

Topic: Where is the Creativity? Unbound and Uncut Teenage Writing 

Intended 
Audience: 

Secondary 

Facilitator: Teffenie Duschen 

This breakout session reviews the manufacture and maintenance of both creative 
and formal writing in a Secondary ELA classroom. Our intent as educators, is not 
only to help our students to become sharper writers, readers, and critics of literary 
genres, but to also better understand the choices made on and off the page. This 
breakout will review the types of writing being done currently in secondary ELA 
classrooms and will look at different writing exercises, writers workshop models, 
Socratic seminars, and writing formative and summative assessments that meets 



the needs of the NYS ELA standards and the common core college and career 
readiness shifts of the ELA curriculum requirements. 

 
 "Help! My students don't want to write. They honestly believe I am trying to 
torture them when I ask them to write. What do I do to engage them in the 
process and do the work to become more authentic writers?" 

Topic: Engaging Reluctant Writers - Strategies, Tips, Tricks 

Intended 
Audience: 

Secondary  

Facilitator(s):  Sarah Callahan 

This session will begin with a review of the writing standards, focusing on what 
students need to know and be able to do. Participants will explore the writing 
process by investigating various genres and approaches to writing instruction. 
This session will explore a variety of strategies for writing instruction including 
additional scaffolds for struggling writers. It will also offer strategies to engage 
students in the writing process. 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“My teachers want what?”  How to support teachers and other leaders in 
writer's workshop 
  

Topic: Supervision and Support of Writer’s Workshop 

Intended 
Audience: 

Principals,Curriculum Directors,Superintendents and 
Instructional Coaches 

Facilitator(s):  Jeremy Palotti 

This session will focus on supporting and effectively supervising a school as it 
moves to the writer’s workshop model for instruction.  Participants will discuss 
highlights and struggles in their pursuits.  Resources will be shared and discussed 
to assess the needs of teachers as well as mechanisms to build in support to help 
this curriculum be transformational within your school district and buildings.  
  

 
   

 

For More Information, please contact: 

School District  Name  Email and Telephone Number 

Dansville Barbara Pamper, Director of 
Curriculum & Technology 

pamperb@dansvillecsd.org  
335-4000 

Geneseo  Kelly Sattora, Director of Learning  kellysattora@geneseocsd.org 
243-3450 ext. 2230 

Wayland-Cohocton  Becky Wager, Director of 
Curriculum and Instruction  

rwager@wccsk12.org 
728-2211 ext. 3417 

Canisteo-Greenwood Jeremy Palotti, Superintendent jpalotti@cgcsd.org 
607-698-4225 
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